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Descrlptl n 

[0001] This invention relates to a pet toy for entertain- 
ing an animal and providing jaw exercise, teeth cleaning 
and/or gum massaging for the animal. The pet toy com- 
prising an elongated hollow body, having an outer pe- 
ripheral surface extending along a longitudinal axis and 
having first and second spaced bulbous sections and a 
center section between and connected to said first and 
second bulbous sections. 

[0002] Play toys for animals, and particularly dogs, 
have been available for years In various sizes and con- 
figurations, each designed to provide jaw exercise and 
to enhance the animals' interest in playing with the toy. 
Enhanced interest in the toy may occur by giving it a 
physical configuration which will bounce in odd direc- 
tions when tossed onto the floor or ground. Also interest 
in a pet toy can be enhanced by providing food treats in 
the pet toy. Many pet toys provide one or both of these 
features with varying success. Examples of such toys 
are found in U.S. design patents Des. 234,789 and Des. 
234,790 to Rosenberg, each entitled "Sounding Toy for 
Pet Animal", and U.S. design patent Des. 256,958 to 
Markham, entitled "Pet Toy". This latter pet toy is hollow 
and has an irregular outer configuration and provides 
substantial jaw exercise for the animal. 
[0003] A further example of such a prior art pet toys 
is U.S. Patent Re. 34,352 to Markham, entitled Thera- 
peutic Pet Toy 0 . This pet toy has an irregular outer con- 
figuration and a central core extending therethrough. A 
series of longitudinally spaced peripheral grooves are 
provided which have inwardly projecting lips for cleaning 
the teeth of the animal. The hollow core facilitates de- 
formation of the pet toy with the animal bites into the 
grooves. The resistance of the pet toy to deformation 
provides exercise for the animal's jaw. 
[0004] WO-A-97/471 86 discloses apettoy product for 
holding animal treats, wherein the toy has an outer sur- 
face with one or more recesses capable of holding ani- 
mal treats. The recesses may be of varying depth so 
that the treats in the deeper recesses are more difficult 
for the animal to extract than are the treats in the shal- 
lower recesses. The recesses may be of various config- 
urations and shapes to accommodate different sized an- 
imal treats. In addition the outer surface of the toy may 
be rais d to accommodate the recesses or alternatively, 
the recesses may extend into the surface of the toy. Al- 
so, WO-A-97/471 86 discloses that the pet toy may have 
a recess forming an opening which extends through the 
side wall of the pet toy and thereby is capable of receiv- 
ing a pet treat that extends into the toy itself. Thus, be- 
cause some treats will be more difficult than others to 
remove, the animal maybe kept occupied for several 
hours before the treats need to be replenished. 
[0005] US Patent No. 5647302 discloses a pet toy that 
Is claimed to an animal dental hygiene device. The pet 
toy disclosed is of a general bone-shaped body that is 
made of a tough rubber-like material into which is 



formed a plurality of opposing spiral grooves. When an 
animal bites into the spiral grooves of the pet toy, the 
animaj's teeth are supposedly scrapped and cleaned by 
the grooves. This document also discloses that the pet 

5 toy may possess a h How core along its longitudinally 
axis. The hollow core may contain a rope or strip of other 
material in order to make the device larger and thus 
more difficult for a dog or other animal to swallow. 
[0006] US 3830202 discloses a pull toy for pets that 

10 includes a cord extending through the toy's longitudinal 
axis that may be grasped by the teeth of an animal. The 
cord is arranged to slidably move a predetermined dis- 
tance through the body of the toy when an animal tugs 
on the cord, after which the pet must move the entire 

is weight of the toy when pulling on the cord. The pet toy 
disclosed also includes a plurality of grooves located on 
the surface of the pet toy, such that they are situated In 
planes perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the toy. 
The grooves on the pet toy are Irregularly spaced along 

£0 the longitudinal axis of the toy to offer resistance to its 
movement over a smooth or rough surface. 
[0007] In order to improve pet toys, this invention pro- 
vides a pet toy for entertaining and providing jaw ex r- 
cise according to claim 1 . The pet toy has an elongated 

25 hollow.body extending along a longitudinal axis having 
first and second ends and a side wall of substantially 
constant cross-section throughout. A first bulbous sec- 
tion has a first opening defining a first inner diam t r, 
the first bulbous section forming the first end of the elon- 

30 gated body. A second bulbous section has a second 
opening defining a second inner diameter, the second 
bulbous section forming the second end of the elongat- 
ed hollow body and spaced from the first bulbous sec- 
tion. A center section is provided which extends along 

35 the longitudinal axis between the first and second bul- 
bous sections and is connected at opposite ends to both 
sections. The first and second openings form one con- 
tinuous opening through the pet toy. The center section 
surrounds a narrowed diameter opening portion which 

40 lies between the first and second bulbous sections and 
has a third Inner diameter. A plurality of spaced ribs ex- 
tend around the periphery of the pet toy to facilitate an 
animal gripping the pet toy with its teeth, each of said 
pairs of ribs defining a first narrow groove therebetween 

45 and adjacent pairs of ribs defining a second wider 
groove therebetween. 

More particularly, at least one of the bulbous sections 
has an opening having a diameter greater than the inner 
diameter of the center section so that a knot of a pull 

so rope extending through the center of the pet toy will pass 
through the opening in the bulbous section but will not 
pass through the centre section. Also, edible food treats 
can be placed in the pet toy through the opening(s) in 
the respective bulbous sections and the c nter section. 

55 [0008] In a preferred embodiment of th Invention, an 
elongated hollow body extends along a longitudinal axis 
and has first and second ends and a central hollow core 
of a substantially constant diameter. The first bulbous 
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section has a first outer diameter and a first wall thick- 
ness forming the first end of the elongated hollow body 
extending along said longitudinal axis. A second bul- 
bous section has a second outer diameter and a second 
wall thickness forming the second end of the elongated * 
hollow body and is spaced from said first bulbous sec- 
tion. A center section lies along the longitudinal axis be- 
tween and Is connected to the first bulbous section and 
the second bulbous section. The center section has a 
thin deformable side wall whose outer diameter is less 10 
than at least one of the first and second outer diameters 
and has a third thickness which is less than at least one 
of the first and second thicknesses. 
[0009] Additional advantages of this invention will be- 
come apparent from the detailed description of this In- 
vention taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

Brief P scrlption of the Drawings 

" " " 20 

[0010] 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 
of the pet toy of this invention; 
Figure 2 illustrates the irregular bouncing action of 
the pet toy when it is tossed on the ground; 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical section, taken 
along line 3-3 of Figure 1 , showing the uniform 
cross-section of the pet toy and the relationship of 
the respective diameters of the bulbous sections so 
and the center section; 

Figure 4 is a vertical section, taken along line 4-4 of 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a vertical section, taken along line 5-5 of 
Figure 3; 35 
Figure 6 is a longitudinal vertical section through the 
pet toy of this invention showing the insertion and 
use of a pull rope therewith; 
Figure 7 is a longitudinal vertical section through the 
pet toy of this invention showing the insertion of an *o 
edible food treat therein; 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary vertical section of the left 
end of the pet toy showing a jaw of an animal biting 
down on the pet toy so that the ribs of the pet toy 
engage the sides of the teeth and the gums of the 45 
animal; 

Figure 9 Is a fragmentary enlarged vertical section 
showing details of the engagement of the teeth and 
gums of the animal with the ribs; and 
Rgure 1 0 is a longitudinal vertical section of another so 
embodiment of the pet toy of this invention. 

Best M de For Carrying Out the Inv ntl n 

[001 1 ] As best seen In Figures 1 and 3, the pet toy 1 0 55 
of this invention has an elongated body extending along 
axis 12 wherein the elongated body includes a first bul- 
bous section 1 4 having first and second ends and a sec- 



ond bulbous section 16 having first and second nds 
and spaced from the first bulbous section 1 4. These bul- 
bous sections arc Interconnected by a center section 1 8 
which also has first and second ends. As clearly seen 
In Figure 3, th side wall 19 defines a cross-section 
which is substantially uniform throughout. This uniform 
cross-section facilitates the Irregular bouncing action of 
the pet toy when tossed so that It bounces along an Ir- 
regular path, such as path 20 shown in Figure 2. This 
creates interest in the pet toy by an animal such as dog 
22. Conveniently, each bulbous section 14 and 16 has 
a plurality of pairs of spaced ribs 24, each pair forming 
a first narrow groove 26 therebetween to facilitate an 
animal gripping the pet toy with its teeth. A second wider 
groove 27 is formed between the pairs of ribs 26, as 
shown. Conveniently, the animal can deform the pet toy 
by biting down on the bulbous sections. 
[001 2] Bulbous section 1 4 has an outer diameter and 
buibous section 1 6 has a similarly sized outer diameter, 
in the embodiment shown, although the outer diameters 
are the same, it will be understood that one of ordinary 
skill In this art could construct a pet toy having bulbous 
sections of different diameters to modify the bouncing 
characteristics of the pet toy. The center section 1 8 has 
a third outer diameter which is less than at least one the 
first and second outer diameters. Center section 18 is 
positioned along longitudinal axis 12 between bulbous 
section 14 and bulbous section 16 and is connected to 
both. 

[0013] Additionally, bulbous section 14 has an open- 
ing 28 at its first or outer end. This opening 28 defines 
a first inner diameter. Bulbous section 16 has an open- 
ing 30 at its first or outer end. This opening 30 defines 
a second inner diameter. The first and second inner di- 
ameters are greater than a third inner diameter of cent r 
section 1 8 which forms a surface which defines opening 
32 therethrough. 

[0014] This arrangement provides several advantag- 
es. First, as shown in Rgure 6, when used with a pull 
rope 34 having a knot 36 at one end thereof, the knot is 
sized to be small enough to pass through an opening in 
a bulbous section, such as opening 28 In bulbous sec- 
tion 14, but is larger In diameter than the third inner di- 
ameter of opening 32 in center section 1 8. Accordingly, 
the knot engages the interior surface of center section 
1 8 which serves as an anchor point for knot 36. The free 
end of rope 34 may then extend through opening 30 In 
bulbous section 1 6 so that it can serve as a pull rope. It 
is readily apparent that the direction of the rope can be 
reversed so that knot 36 passes through opening 30 of 
buibous section 1 6 and bears against the opposite side 
of the interior surface of center section 1 8 as an anchor 
with the rope 34 passing through opening 28 in bulbous 
section 14. Furthermore, it will be und rstood that one 
of op nlngs 28 and 30 could be small r In diameter than 
the diameter of knot 36 so long as th diameter of the 
other of bulbous sections 28 and 30 is larger than the 
diameter of th rope. In this Instance, th rop could be 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



5 



EP1 061 795B1 



6 



inserted through the pet toy in only one direction. 
[001 5] A second advantage is that an edibie pet treat 
38, as shown In Figure 7, can be inserted through either 
opening 28 of bulbous section 14 or opening 30 of bul- 
bous section 16 but is resiliency gripped by the interior 
surface of center section 18 defined by opening 32. 
Once th animal has chewed off the end of edible food 
treat 38, the remaining portion of the treat can be re- 
leased by the animal chewing on the pet toy and deform- 
ing it so as to crush or dislodge edible food treat 38 from 
within opening 32. Thus, the interest of the animal in the 
pet toy of this invention can be maintained over an ex- 
tended period of time because of the effort required to 
remove the entire edible treat from the pet toy. 
[0016] Also, the edible treat can be longer than the 
length of the pet toy and extent out of both openings 28 
and 30 while being resiliently held intermediate its ends 
by the interior surface defined by opening 32. After 
chewing off the ends of the treat, the remainder of the 
treat which is inside the pet toy will be reissued by the 
animal chewing on the pet toy to deform it so that the 
remainder of the treat is crushed and will fall outthe ends 
of the pet toy. Alternatively, the treat can be shorter than 
the pet toy and positioned within it so that neither end 
is exposed. In order to remove any of treat in this in- 
stance, the animal must deform the pet toy by chewing 
on it to crush the treat so that it falls out of the ends of 
the pet toy. 

[0017] By turning to Figures 8 and 9, another advan- 
tage of this invention can be seen. Conveniently, the ribs 
24 function to clean the sides of the teeth of the animal 
when it bites down on bulbous section 14. Teeth 40 de- 
flect area 42 on the opposite sides of side wall 19 in- 
wardly so that ribs 24 engage the opposite sides of tooth 
40 thus effecting the cleaning action. The deflection of 
area 42 also allows the gums 43 to be massaged by ribs 
24. The same cleaning and massaging action will occur 
when the animal bites down on bulbous section 16 as 
well. 

[0018] Another embodiment is shown in Figure 10 
wherein pet toy 1 0' includes bulbous section 14* and 1 6' 
and center section 18' have a longitudinal center bore 
or op ning 44 of substantially uniform cross-section. 
This pet toy will function similarly to that of Figures 1-7 
except that bulbous sections 1 4* and 1 6' will be less eas- 
ily deflected by the teeth of the animal. However, by 
changing the elasticity of the material from which the pet 
toy is made, it is possible to compensate for the greater 
thickness of the side wall 19' at bulbous sections 14' and 
16'. 

[001 9] From the foregoing, the advantages of this in- 
vention are readily apparent. An elongated hollow pet 
toy has been provided which has spaced bulbous sec- 
tions joined by a center section wherein the cross-sec- 
tion of the elongated body wall Is substantially uniform 
throughout. This exterior configuration together with the 
hollow interior cause the pet toy to bounce in an irregular 
fashi nwh n thrown on the floor or ground. The bulbous 



sections can hav the same diameters or different di- 
ameters. In either case, an opening Is provided in the 
end of each bulbous section and at least one such open- 
ing is of a greater diamet r than that f the opening in 

5 the center section so as to provide an anchoring surf ac 
for the knot on a pull rope with the pull rope ext nding 
through the other of such openings or to resiliently hold 
an edible food treat which is inserted through one of th 
openings in the bulbous end sections. Peripheral ribs 

10 are spaced longitudinally along the bulbous sections of 
the pet toy to form grooves so that the animal can grasp 
the pet toy with its teeth. In one embodiment the pet toy 
has a thin wall of substantially constant cross-section 
which enhances the bouncing characteristics of the pet 

15 toy. When the teeth of the animal bite down on the pet 
toy, the side walls deform so that the ribs deflect inwardly 
to clean the teeth and/or massage the gums. In a second 
embodiment, the pet toy has a hollow core of substan- 
tially uniform diameter. 

20 

Claims 

1 . A pet toy (1 0,10') for entertaining an animal (22) and 
25 providing jaw exercise, teeth cleaning and/or gum 

massage for the animal, the pet toy comprising an 
elongated hollow body, having an outer peripheral 
surface extending along a longitudinal axis (12), 
and having first and second spaced bulbous sec- 
30 tions (14,14716,1s 1 ) and a center section (18,18*) 
between and connected to said first and second bul- 
bous sections 
characterised In that 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced pairs of annular 
35 ribs (24) extend around said outer peripheral sur- 
face to facilitate the animal gripping said pet toy with 
its teeth, each of said pairs of ribs defining a first 
narrow groove (26) therebetween and adjacent 
pairs of ribs defining a second wider groove (27) 
40 therebetween, wherein said plurality of pairs of an- 
nular ribs (24) are disposed for engagement with 
both the teeth and with the gums, said elongat d 
body deflecting such that said plurality of pairs of 
annular ribs (24) engages opposite sides of a tooth 
45 (40) when the animal bites down on said pet toy. 

2. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 1 , wherein: 

said elongated body has aside wall (1 9) of sub- 
50 stantially constant cross-section throughout; 

said first bulbous section (14) has a first open- 
ing (28) defining a first Inner diameter and form- 
ing a first end of said elongated hollow body; 
said second bulbous section (1 6) has a second 
55 opening (30) defining a second inner diameter 

and forming a second end of said elongated 
hollow body; and 

said center section (1 8) has a third inner diam- 
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eter which forms an Inner surface defining a 
center opening (32) said third inner diameter 
being less than at least one of said firsts and 
second Inner diameter. 

5 

3. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed In claim 2, further Includ- 
ing: 

a rope (34) extending through said elongated 
hollow body along said longitudinal axis having 10 
a fourth diameter smaller than either said first 
and second inner diameters and having an end 
with a knot (36) formed therein which knot (36) 
has a fifth diameter which is smaller than said 
at least one of said first and second Inner diam- « 
eter but is larger than said third inner diameter 
so that said knot (36) can pass through said at 
least one of said first and second Inner diame- 
ters but not pass through said third inner diam- 
eter and engages said inner surface of said 20 
center section (18) as an anchor wherein said 
rope extends through the other of said at least 
one of said first and second openings to serve 
as a pull for said pet toy (10). 

25 

4. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 2, further includ- 
ing: 

an edible animal treat (38) extending through 
and resilientty gripped in said center opening 30 

(32). 

5. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 2, further Includ- 
ing: 

35 

a first edible animal treat (38) extending 
through and resiliently gripped in said first 
opening (28); and 

a second edible animal treat (38) extending 
through and resiliently gripped in said second 40 
opening (30). 

6. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 2, further includ- 
ing: 

45 

an edible animal treat (38) having a length 
greater than that of said elongated hollow body, 
said edible food treat (38) extending through 
and resiliently gripped in said first and second 
openings (28, 30) and said center opening (32). so 

7. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 2 t wherein: 

said first and second inner diamet rs are differ- 
ent. 55 

8. A pet toy (1 0), as claimed in claim 2, wherein: 



said first and second Inner diameters are th 
same. 

9. A pet toy (1 0*), as claimed In claim 1 , further Includ- 
ing: 

a center hollow core (44) of substantially con- 
stant diameter extending along a longitudinal 
axis of said elongated hollow body; 
said first bulbous section (14 1 ), having a first 
wall thickness, forming a first end of said elon- 
gated hollow body; 

said second bulbous section, having a second 
wall thickness, forming a second end of said 
elongated hollow body; and 
said center section (18) having a thin deforma- 
ble side wall with a third wall thickness which is 
less than at least one of said first and second 
wall thicknesses. 

10. A pet toy, as claimed in claim 9, wherein: 

said first and second wall thicknesses ar 
equal. 



PatentansprOche 

1. Spielzeug (10,10') fflr Haustiere zum Unterhaiten 
eines Tiers (22) und zum Erzielen eines Klefertrai- 
nings, einer Zahnrelnigung und/oder einer Zahn- 
fielschmassage bel dem Tier, wobel das Splelz ug 
fur Here einen langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrper auf- 
weist, der eine iuBere Umfangsoberf Ifiche besitzt, 
die sich entlang einer L&ngsachse (12) erstreckt, 
und einen ersten und einen zweiten beabstande- 
ten, ballonartigen Abschnitt (14,14',16,16*) und ei- 
nen Mittenabschnitt (18,18') zwischen dem ersten 
und dem zweiten ballonartigen Abschnitt und damit 
verbunden besitzt, 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 
dass sich eine Mehrzahl von lings beabstandet n 
Paaren von ringfarmlgen Rippen (24) um die fiuBe- 
re Umfangsoberfiache herum erstreckt, um das Er- 
fassen des Splelzeugs fGr Tiere durch das Tier mit 
selnen Zfihnen zu ertelchtem, wobei jedes der Paa- 
re der Rippen eine erste, schmale Nut (26) dazwl- 
schen definiert und angrenzende Paare von Rippen 
eine zweite, breitere Nut (27) dazwischen definie- 
ren, 

wobei die Mehrzahl von Paaren von rlngfdrmigen 
Rippen (24) fOr einen Eingrlff mit sowohl den Z§h- 
nen als auch dem Zahnflelsch angeordnet 1st, wo- 
bei sich der langgestreckte Kdrper so ablenkt, dass 
die Vlelzahl von Paaren von rlngfdrmigen Rippen 
(24) in gegenOberliegende Selten eines Zahns (40) 
elngreift, wenn das Tier auf das Tierspielzeug beiBt. 
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Spielzeug (10) fur Here nach Anspruch 1, wobei: 

der ianggestreckte Korper eine Seitenwand 
(19) von Im Wesentlichen konstantem Quer- 
schnitt ingesamt besitzt; 5 
der zweite, ballonartige Abschnitt (14) eine er- 
ste Offnung (28) besitzt, die einen ersten, inne- 
ren Durchmesser definlert und eln erstes Ende 
des langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrpers bildet; 
der zweite, ballonartige Abschnitt (16) eine 10 
zweite dffnung (30) besitzt, die einen zweiten, 
inneren Durchmesser definlert und ein zweltes 
Ende des langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrpers bil- 
det; und 

der Mittenabschnftt (1 8) einen dritten, inneren is 
Durchmesser besitzt, der eine innere OberflS- 
che bildet, die eine Mittendff nung (32) definlert, 
wobei der dritte, innere Durchmesser geringer 
als zumindest entweder der erste Oder der 
zweite innere Durchmesser ist. 20 

Spielzeug (10) fur Here nach Anspruch 2, das wei- 
terhin umfasst: 

ein Sell (34), das sich durch den langgestreck- 25 
ten, hohlen Kdrper entlang der Lfingsachse er- 
streckt, mit einem vierten Durchmesser kleiner 
als entweder der erste Oder der zweite innere 
Durchmesser und mit einem Ende mit einem 
Knoten (36), gebildet darin, wobei der Knoten 30 
(36) einen funften Durchmesser besitzt, der 
kleiner als der mindestens eine des ersten und 
des zweiten inneren Durchmessers ist, aller- 
dings grdBer als der dritte innere Durchmesser 
ist, so dass der Knoten (36) durch den minde- 35 
stens einen des ersten und des zweiten inneren 
Durchmessers hindurchfQhren kann, allerdlngs 
nlcht durch den dritten inneren Durchmesser 
hindurchfQhren kann, und in die innere Ober- 
flSche des Mittenabschnitts (18) als eine Ver- 40 
ankerung eingreift, wobei sich das Sell durch 
die andere der mindestens einen der ersten 
und der zweiten Offnung hindurch erstreckt, urn 
als ein Ziehteil fQr das Spielzeug (1 0) fQr Here 
zu dienen. 

Spielzeug (1 0) fQr Tiere nach Anspruch 2, das wei- 
terhin umfasst: 

einen essbaren Tlernahrungsmittelbestandteil so 
(38), der sich durch die Mlttendffnung (32) hin- 
durch erstreckt und elastisch darin In Eingriff 
gebracht ist. 

Spielzeug (1 0) fQr Tiere nach Anspruch 2, das wei- ss 
terhin umfasst: 

einen ersten, essbaren Tiemahrungsmittelbe- 



standteil (38), der sich durch die erste Offnung 
(28) hindurch erstreckt und elastisch darin in 
Eingriff gebracht ist; und 
einen zweiten, ssbaren Tiernahrungsmittel- 
teilbestandteil (38), der sich durch die zweite 
dffnung (30) hindurch erstreckt und elastisch 
darin in Eingriff gebracht ist. 

6. Spielzeug (1 0) fQr Tiere nach Anspruch 2, das wei- 
terhin umfasst: 

einen essbaren Tiemahrungsmittelbestandteil 
(28), der eine L&nge grdBer als diejenige des 
langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrpers besitzt, wobei 
sich der essbare Nahrungsmittelbestandteii 
(38) durch die erste und die zweite dffnung 
(28,30) und die Mittendffnung (32) hinduch er- 
streckt und elastisch darin in Eingriff gebracht 
ist. 

7. Spielzeug (1 0) fur Tiere nach Anspruch 2, wobei 
der erste und der zweite innere Durchmesser un- 
terschiedllch sind. 

8. Spielzeug (1 0) fur Here nach Anspruch 2, wobei 
der erste und der zweite innere Durchmesser die- 
selben sind. 

9. Spielzeug (1 0") fQr Tiere nach Anspruch 1 , das wei- 
terhin umfasst: 

einen mittigen, hohlen Kem (44) von im We- 
sentlichen konstantem Durchmesser, der sich 
entlang einer Uingsachse des langgestreck- 
ten, hohlen Kdrpers erstreckt; 

wobei der erste, ballonartige Abschnitt (14'), der ei- 
ne erste Wanddicke besitzt, ein erstes Ende des 
langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrpers bildet; 
wobei der zweite, ballonartige Abschnitt, der eine 
zweite Wanddicke besitzt, ein zweltes Ende des 
langgestreckten, hohlen Kdrpers bildet; und 
wobei der Mittenabschnftt (18') eine dQnne, defor- 
mierbare Seitenwand mit einer dritten Wanddick 
besitzt, die geringer als mindestens eine der ersten 
und der zweiten Wanddicke ist. 

10. Spielzeug fur Here nach Anspruch 9, wobei 
die erste und die zweite Wanddicke gleich sind. 



Revendlcations 

1 . Jouet pour animal de compagnie (1 0, 1 0 1 ) pour di- 
verts un animal (22) et fournir & I'animal un exerclce 
de la m&choire, un nettoyage des dents et/ou un 
massage de la gencive, le jouet pour animal de 
compagnie comportant un corps creux allongd, 



EP1 061 795B1 



ayant una surface p6riph6rfque extdrfeure atten- 
dant le long d'un axe longitudinal (12), et ayant des 
premier et second tron?ons espacds bulbeux (14, 
14', 16, 1 6') et un tron?on central (1 8, 1 ff) sltud en- 
tre les premier et second tronpons bulbeux, et relld * 
k ceux-ci, caractdrlsd en ce que 

une plurality de palres de nervures annulalres 
(24) espacdes longitudlnalement s'dtendent autour 
de ladlte surface pdriphdrique pour faciliter la saisie 
par I'animal dudit Jouet pour animal de compagnie io 
k I'alde de ses dents, chacune desdites palres de 
nervures ddfinissant une premldre gorge dtrolte 

(26) entre celles-cl, et des palres de nervures adja- 
centes ddfinissant une seconde gorge plus large 

(27) entre celles-ci, ladite plurality de palres de ner- * 5 
vures annulalres (24) dtant disposes pour mlse en 
prise par les dents et les genclves, ledlt corps allon- 
ge se ddformant de telle sorte que ladite plurality 

de palres de nervures annulalres (24) viennent en 5. 
contact avec les c6tds opposes d'un e dent (40) lore- & 
que I'animal mord ledlt jouet pour animal de com- 
pagnie. 

2. Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendlcatlon 1 , dans lequel : 25 

ledlt corps allongd a une parol latdrale (19) 
d'une coupe transversale sensiblement cons- 
tante d'un bout k I'autre, 

ledit premier tron$on bulbeux (14) a une pre- 30 
midre ouverture (28) ddfinissant un premier 6. 
diamdtre intdrieur, etformant une premiere ex- 
trdmitd dudit corps creux allongd, 
ledit second trongon bulbeux (1 6) k une secon- 
de ouverture (30) ddfinissant un deuxldme dla- 35 
mdtre intdrieur, et formant une seconde extrd- 
mitd dudit corps creux allongd, et 
ledit tron$on central (1 8) a un troisidme diamd- 
tre intdrieur, qui forme une surface intdrieure 
ddfinissant une ouverture centrale (32), ledlt *o 
trolsidme diamdtre intdrieur dtant inf drleur k au 
moins un desdits premier et deuxldme diamd- 7. 
tres Intdrfeurs. 

3. Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 45 
vendication 2, comportant de plus : 8. 

une corde (34) s'dtendant k travers ledit corps 
creux allongd le long dudit axe longitudinal, 
ayant un quatridme dlamdtre plus petit que I'un so 9. 
ou I'autre desdits premier et deuxldme diamd- 
tres intdrieurs, et ayant une extrdmitd munle 
d'un noeud (36) formd dans celle-ci, lequel 
noeud (36) a un cinquldm dlamdtre qui est 
plus petit que ledit au molns un desdits premier 55 
et deuxldme diamdtres intdrieurs, mals qui est 
plus grand qu ledit trolsidme dlamdtre Intd- 
rieur, de sorte que ledit noeud (36) peut passer 



k travers ledlt au moins un desdits premier et 
deuxldme diamdtres Intdrieurs, mais ne peut 
pas passer k travers ledit trolsidme dlamdtre In- 
tdrieur, et coopdre avec ladite surfac Intdrieu- 
re dudit tron$on central (1 8) sous la forme d'un 
ancrage, ladite corde attendant & travers 
I'autre desdites premiere et deuxldme ouvertu- 
res pour servlr k tlrer ledit Jouet pour animal de 
compagnie (10). 

4. Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendlcation 2, comportant de plus : 

une friandlse comestible pour animal (38) 
s'dtendant k travers ladite ouverture centrale 
(32), et saisie de manidre dlastique dans celle- 
ci. 



Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendlcation 2, comportant de plus : 

une premldre friandlse comestible pour animal 
(38) s'dtendant k travers ladite premldre ouver- 
ture (28), et saisie de manidre dlastique dans 
celle-ci, et 

une seconde friandlse comestible pour animal 
(38) attendant k travers ladite seconde ouver- 
ture (30), et saisie de manidre dlastique dans 
celle-ci. 

Jouet pour animal de compagnie (1 0) selon la re- 
vendication 2, comportant de plus : 

u ne friandlse comestible pour animal (38) ayant 
une longueur supdrieure k celle dudit corps 
creux allongd, ladite friandlse comestible pour 
animal (38) attendant k travers lesdites pre- 
miere et seconde ouvertures (28, 30) et ladite 
ouverture centrale (32), et dtant saisie de ma- 
nure dlastique dans celles-ci. 

Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendication 2, dans lequel lesdfts premier et deuxid- 
me diamdtres Intdrieurs sont diffdrents. 

Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendication 2, dans lequel lesdits premier et deuxld- 
me diamdtres intdrieurs sont identlques. 

Jouet pour animal de compagnie (10) selon la re- 
vendlcation 1 , comportant de plus : 

un noyau creux central (44) d'un dlamdtre sen- 
siblement constant s'dtendant le long d'un axe 
longitudinal dudit corps creux allongd, 
ledit premier tron^on bulbeux (14 1 ), ayant une 
premier dpalsseurd parol, formant une pre- 
miere extrdmitd dudit corps creux allongd, 
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ledit second tron$on bulb ux, ayant una 
deuxifcme 6paiss ur de parol, formant un se- 
conde extr6mlt6 dudlt corps creux allong6, et 
ledit tronQon central 1 8* ayant une parol laterals 
d6formable mince ayant une trolsifcme §pals- s 
8 urd parol qui est interieure 6 au moins une 
desdites preml&re et deuxifcme dpaiss urs de 
parol. 

10. Jouet pour animal de compagnle selon la revendi- 10 
cation 9, dans lequel lesdltes premiere et deuxlfeme 
6palsseurs de parol sont 6gales. 
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